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Please take a moment to read the 

Matawan Regional Teachers 

Association PRIDE newsletter.  A 

PRIDE in Public Education grant from 

the NJEA has given the MRTA this 

opportunity to provide you with a view 

of some of the exciting activities that 

have taken place in our schools 

throughout the year.  The teachers and 

staff of the Matawan-Aberdeen 

Regional School District invite you to 

read about these special classroom 

lessons, extra-curricular activities, 

field trips and community outreach 

projects that are just a small part of 

the educational program in our 

schools. 

 

We also invite you to visit the Matawan 

Regional Teachers Association 

website, www.mrtaonline.org, for 

information regarding the Marie 

Panos MRTA Scholarship.  We have 

been able to offer over $76,000 in 

scholarships to our students.   
 

 

Sincerely, 

Casey Barilka 

MRTA President 

 

Congratulations 

Teachers of the Year 
 

We want to congratulate those honored as 

Teacher of the Year and Educational 

Service Professional for each building. The 

recipients are: 

 

Matawan Regional High School 

Ms.Mary Jane Friscia - Teacher of the Year 

Mrs.Donna Godowski -Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Matawan Aberdeen Middle School 

Ms.Samantha Dansky -Teacher of the Year 

Mrs.Joy Edelstein-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Lloyd Road School 

Mr.Casey Barilka - Teacher of the Year 

Ms.Rosalie Preuss - Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Cliffwood Elementary School 

Ms.Susan Generoso - Teacher of the Year 

Mrs.Mary Ann Reese- Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Ravine Drive School 

Ms. Jill Donovan- Teacher of the Year 

Ms.Barbara Danback- Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Strathmore Elementary School 

Ms. Sheryl Preiser- Teacher of the Year 

Linda Gumina-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Cambridge Park Preschool 

Ms. Sonali Anderson-Teacher of the Year 

Mrs.JacquelineKruzik-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 
 

 

 

 

 

MRTA President’s Message 
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In The Classroom 
 

Preschool is 

OUT OF THIS WORLD!! 
 

  

 
 

 

 

Mrs. Anderson, Ms. Reed and Mrs. 

Brown are proud to present the 

future astronauts!  The students 

learned that constellations are a 

group of stars that make a picture 

and are given a name. They then 

applied that knowledge to create 

their own constellations by 

connecting stars and naming them.  

The preschoolers also worked on one-

one correspondence. They counted 

out how many letters are in their 

name and then counted out that 

many squares.  They used the 

squares to create rockets with their 

names on it to go out into outer 

space. The kids had a "blast" learning 

and singing songs by the Story Bots 

and watching their space videos on 

their new Promethean Board! 
 

 

 

Culture in the 3rd Grade 
 

 

 
 

The 3rd grade Ravine Drive students 

are being challenged to research a 

Spanish speaking country of their 

choice and to explore that country.  

They may write a report, create a 

flag, map, menu, or collage to show 

the many aspects of the language and 

culture they are learning.  Many 

students will also be creating colorful 

piñatas!  All of the students will 

present their projects in class.  The 

students are also excited to explore 

their own cultural heritage and to 

share travel experiences they have 

had.   Ole!! 
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Dr. Seuss’s Birthday 

 
 

Strathmore School celebrated Dr. 

Seuss's birthday by hosting various 

themed days throughout the week of 

February 29-March 4. Staff and 

students wore their hair in a crazy 

way, funny socks, and wacky clothes. 

Many readers from the community 

joined us in our celebration of Read 

Across America week.  Some of our 

special guest readers included: 

administrators, staff members, police 

officers, family members, readers via 

Skype, and Mayor Tagliarini. Thank 

you to all who participated! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patriot’s Pen 

 
 

Many of Mr. Miller‟s students at 

M.A.M.S. entered the V.F.W.‟s 

annual Patriot‟s Pen writing contest. 

Patriot's Pen is a national youth 

essay writing contest that gives 

students in grades 6, 7 and 8 the 

opportunity to write essays 

expressing their views on democracy. 

Annually, more than 115,000 

students participate in the contest. 

This year‟s writing prompt required 

students to reflect on “What freedom 

means to me?” M.A.M.S. winner this 

year was 6th grader Lily Harding, 

who also won the Monmouth County 

competition making it to the state 

level. Second place winner was 6th 

grader Emily Woo and third place 

was 6th grader Aidan L‟Heureux. We 

thank V.F.W. post 4745 in Cliffwood 

for hosting the competition and 

providing very generous awards. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+dr+seuss+free&view=detailv2&&id=AB7FF787B754C40369B7B40DDEC4BA66B046AC73&selectedIndex=8&ccid=GTq/zGla&simid=607989863335464078&thid=OIP.M193abfcc695af73939587e3a3e7fb33fH0
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The Not-So-Secret “Code”  

to Success! 

  
Mrs. Sullam‟s 2nd grade class at 

Ravine Drive School has a secret.  

Since September, these eager 

students have been “coding” on the 

Chromebooks every week!   

 

What is coding?  Coding is writing 

computer language.  By developing 

and implementing the basic ideas of 

coding, the students are able to 

explore the limitless world of 

technology, beginning even in the 

earliest grades! 

 

Together with Mr. Irons, the district 

technology coach, this 2nd grade has 

developed a deeper understanding of 

writing code by visiting tynker.com.  

At this site, they are able to create an 

avatar, and then write code to make 

their avatar move, jump, and even 

yell! 

 

On other “coding days,” the students 

complete “unplugged” activities that 

they can implement when they 

return to the Chromebook.  Recently, 

these 2nd graders “debugged” a 

written code so that it would perform 

more smoothly in a program. 

 

By continuing their weekly Code.org 

lessons, the children will develop the 

skills of computer scientists such as 

creativity, collaboration, 

communication, persistence, and 

problem solving. 

 

Way to go Grade 2! 

 

Math Is All Around Us 

 

 

 

 
The students in Mrs. Kish‟s 21st 

Century Mathematics and Financial 

Applications class have been learning 

more than they bargained for! This 

new course at Matawan Regional 

High School has given students a 

chance to learn about spending, 

saving, budgeting and will continue 

this spring to learn about banking, 

loans, and insurance. One of the 

units of study involves comparison 

shopping where the students had to 

research the best Black Friday deals. 

Another project Mrs. Kish had her 

students do was research various 

consumer protection agencies. 

Students had to create a PowerPoint 

or Google Slide presentation and 

present their information to the class 

about a specific consumer protection 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+chrombook&view=detailv2&&id=CA273BEE6845FAF1CD6BFFE90985A19E0A98A6C8&selectedIndex=3&ccid=BnT60zAY&simid=607995219155225209&thid=OIP.M0674fad3301877ba88cf501ab674decdo0
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agency of their choosing. Small 

pamphlets were printed out and 

displayed in the classroom. 

 

Mrs. Kish‟s Algebra 2 students took a 

different direction this year by using 

the Desmos online graphing 

calculator to create pictures from 

various linear and quadratic 

functions. The students enjoyed this 

project because it gave them a chance 

to see how multiple functions can 

came together to create a picture. 

They were able to teach themselves 

how to manipulate a function to 

create various lines and parabolas 

independently and helped each other 

at times too. One of the students 

stated, “This was a great project 

because it was more fun than just 

graphing on paper!” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ronald McDonald House 

Fund Raiser 

 
The FCCLA is participating in a 

Spring Fashion Show fundraiser 

which will be taking place on March 

21st during lunch periods in the 

cafeteria.  The fundraiser is for the 

Ronald McDonald House which is 

committed to helping sick children 

fight their illnesses. RMHC helps 

address related problems, whether 

they involve housing that‟s near a 

hospitalized child, the expense of 

staying together in another city, or 

getting the basic medical and dental 

care they need. Anyone is encouraged 

to participate as a model for the 

fashion show!   
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The Earth Below 
 

Mrs. DeBeVoise‟s along with Mrs. 

McFadden‟s sixth grade science 

classes have been working on their 

culminating projects on Plate 

Tectonics. Besides learning about the 

layers of the Earth, Pangaea, and the 

forces behind the movement of the 

continents, students were able to 

select three mini projects of their 

choice. Students could choose to 

make commercials, create song/raps, 

build models and even bake cakes. 

Other selections included posters, 

power points, product cube and 

storybook. The multifaceted 

selections of this assignment allowed 

for students to focus in on their own 

creativity, all while reviewing for 

their test. Talk about having your 

cake and eat it too! 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Local History 
 

On November 17, 2015 Mrs. Dellert 

and Mr. Lasko took members of the 

Senior Class on a trip to Rose Hill 

Cemetery in Matawan. It is located 

on Ravine Drive in Matawan. 

 

The seniors were provided a guided 

tour by a member of the Matawan 

Historical Society.  The tour was led 

by Al Savolaine, a Matawan resident 

and member of the Historical Society. 

Savolaine, known as 'The Cemetery 

Man,' has now spent three years 

researching the lives of the people 

buried in the cemetery in order to 

create this tour. This is a great way 

to stimulate the interest in the 

historic cemetery, and the primary 
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objective was to learn about the town 

with its connection with health 

issues, community and to celebrate 

the history of the town. Some of the 

historical stories that were discussed 

were: 

 

The Panic of 1907 Local Suicides 

Hero Firefighter Emerges During 

The Great Fire of Matawan 

The 1916 Shark Attacks 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honoring Our Veterans 
 

 
 

Strathmore third graders are proud 

of their veterans and they showed 

their pride in a big way.  They 

started off by creating posters of their 

favorite veterans.  They shared their 

posters with their classes but that 

was just not enough. So on 

Wednesday, November 11, 2016, the 

third graders invited all of the 

students at Strathmore to come and 

view their posters in a parade.  Every 

child in the school was asked to wear 

red, white and blue to demonstrate 

their patriotism.  They sat in the 

hallways and waved flags and sang 

patriotic songs like, “You‟re a Grand 

Ole Flag” while the third graders 

paraded through the halls showing 

off their veteran posters. Even the 

superintendent, Dr. Majka marched 

in the parade.  It was a grand ole 

time! We didn‟t stop there.  During 

the PTO meeting some students 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+veterans+day&view=detailv2&&id=11F168581E680A9E1102EFA0BD47E1C317045E7F&selectedIndex=3&ccid=+4EdpL19&simid=608012570820675827&thid=OIP.Mfb811da4bd7d0943cc400cf2306eb425H0
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invited their veteran to join us and be 

honored.  The students were able to 

introduce their veterans and tell 

about their service.   

 

There was a standing ovation for 

these amazing people that brought 

tears to many eyes.  It was such a 

special night. 

 

 

Around the World 
 

 

 
 

In Strathmore School, Mrs. Debbie 

Smith's class are going to faraway 

places while learning  about famous 

landmarks. Using the internet and 

the library, the students are 

researching landmarks such as 

Niagara Falls, Mount Rushmore, The 

Leaning Tower of Pisa, The Lincoln 

Memorial, The Statue of Liberty, The 

Great Wall of China, The Golden 

Gate Bridge and the Empire State 

Building. Using many of the skills 

they been taught in Writer's and 

Reader's Workshops, the students are 

writing fabulous openings and giving 

much detail to their work. Bon 

Voyage as they continue on their 

journey. 

 

From Poetry to Poe 
 

 
 

Middle school students in Mrs. 

Chodkiewicz‟s Language Arts classes 

have been reading and writing about 

a variety of individualized fiction and 

nonfiction selections….from poetry to 

Poe and from immigration to 

earthquakes!! They interviewed 

family and friends to gather 

information about their immigration 

histories; followed by writing about 

this eye-opening information they 

learned about the people so close to 

them.  They also read about our US 
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immigration history, while 

comparing statistics to today‟s 

trends.   

 

Currently, they are reading and 

writing about disasters!  These hard 

working students are all able to 

connect in some way to Hurricane 

Sandy...thinking and writing 

narratives that „hit home‟ in a strong 

way.  This is what we learn as 

readers and writers.  We can all 

relate and connect….lifelong and 

relevant learning with both our 

minds and our hearts. 

 

 

 

Preschool is OUT OF 

THIS WORLD!! 
 

Mrs. Anderson, Ms. Reed and Mrs. 

Brown are proud to present the 

future astronauts!  The students 

learned that constellations are a 

group of stars that make a picture 

and are given a name. They then 

applied that knowledge to create 

their own constellations by 

connecting stars and naming them.  

The preschoolers also worked on one-

one correspondence. They counted 

out how many letters are in their 

name and then counted out that 

many squares.  They used the 

squares to create rockets with their 

names on it to out into outer space. 

The kids had a "blast" learning and 

singing songs by the Story Bots and 

watching their space videos on their 

new Promethean Board! 

 

Watch out NASA, the next 

astrophysicist is coming from 

Cambridge Park  Preschool!! 

 

 

Instrumental Music 

Program at Lloyd Road 

School 

 

 
 

The Instrumental Music program at 

Lloyd Road School is well underway.  

Our 125 Fifth Grade students just 

celebrated their 1 year anniversary of 

playing an instrument.  They are 

playing full band arrangements and 

preparing for their Band concerts 

Tuesday June 7th.  Along with a 

group lesson each week these 

students also meet every other week 

as a full band to put it all together!  

Recordings of their Band music can 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+music&view=detailv2&&id=4565B623C10FA1A5D49AC33DC84DFDD7FEB86C79&selectedIndex=151&ccid=rMr2y1E8&simid=608013124874538431&thid=OIP.Maccaf6cb513ceee42488cd6c32240b75o0
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be found on-line going to the Lloyd 

Road School webpage – Clubs – 

Band. 

 

In January we started 190 Grade 4 

students playing Flute, Clarinet, Alto 

Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, 

Baritone and Percussion.  This is one 

of the biggest groups we have had to 

date! The beginning process is always 

interesting, challenging and at times 

humorous as we start the musical 

journey of learning to play an 

instrument.  This program takes 

place for ½ of the school year. This 

enables students the opportunity to 

try playing an instrument and to 

make a decision about the desire to 

continue for Grade 5 and beyond.  It 

is designed as an exploratory 

program.  Students learn to be 

responsible about attending lessons, 

playing their chosen instrument and 

developing skills to read music based 

on the curriculum they have received 

from their General Music teachers 

(Mrs. Gorman, Mrs. Zomro, Ms. 

Walliczek and Ms. DiLiberti).  We get 

the benefit of hearing them share 

with us all they have learned about 

music since Kindergarten. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L’Italiano via Fotografia 

 

 
 

Students in Italian levels 3, 4, and 

5/AP are participating in a unique 

contest this year, “L‟Italiano via 

Fotografia: Food in Focus.” Mrs. 

Lisciandro‟s Italian classes are 

taking part by submitting photos of 

their favorite Italian foods to the 

Italian American Committee on 

Education and Eataly, both in NY, 

who are hosting the contest. 

 

“The images submitted should 

depict Italian cuisine, from simple, 

quality ingredients to 

beautiful, plated dishes,” states 

IACE, supporting the educational 

movement of enhancing the Italian 

culture and language through 

various mediums such as 

photography. 

 

In addition, students can also share 

their photography through Instagram 

using the hashtag 

#FoodInFocusIACE but they also 

must follow submission guidelines to 

enter the contest. “Instagram is a 

great way for students to share their 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+italian&id=D4CFF6090D481AC9D6B3E3D76761EDF1ED31CDE6&FORM=IQFRBA
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work, and the best part is that they 

can also see the work of other Italian 

students from schools across the US,” 

says Mrs. Lisciandro, “this social and 

visual app makes learning some new 

words, new Italian dishes and some 

Italian cultural, a little easier for 

some students too.” 

 

While the deadline for this contest is 

May 31st, students are already 

gathering ideas for their submissions. 

Mrs. Lisciandro‟s classes look at the 

cultural habits and history of Italy 

and Italians, as well as learn about 

the Italian language. Therefore, 

studying about various Italian 

regions, where certain foods and 

customs come from will be something 

with which students will be more 

familiar. Using their creativity and 

knowledge of Italy and Italian 

customs, students will be able to 

compose a number of photos to 

submit for this contest.  

 

“I‟ll be posting the students entries 

via Google classroom in June,” added 

Mrs. Lisciandro, “be sure to check out 

their entries!” Submitting work for 

this contest is optional; however, 

Mrs.Lisciandro has found a large 

number of her students are very 

excited to participate. “IACE always 

finds a unique way to support the 

study of the Italian language and 

culture, I‟m very happy to see so 

many students who are eager to be a 

part of this opportunity.” 

The top 30 photos will be printed and 

shown in an exhibition at Eataly in 

NYC. The top three photos will be 

awarded with these prizes: 

 

fine-dining restaurant, Manzo 

brand ambassador, for four people  

from Italy 

For questions or comments contact 

Mrs.Lisciandro 

TLisciandro@marsd.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:TLisciandro@marsd.org
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First Responders 

 
 

First responders, fire fighters --

Everyone knows these are the good 

guys, right?  Beginning in pre-school, 

students are taught to go to these 

community helpers in times of crisis.  

But what if a student can not do 

that?  What happens if bright 

flashing lights make someone freeze?  

Loud sirens make them run?  The 

sight of someone in a turnout coat 

and scott pack is so scary they hide 

and won‟t come out?  What becomes 

of a victim needing help that becomes 

aggressive when someone grabs them 

to pull them to safety?  For 

individuals with autism, learning to 

interact with first responders is 

critical. 

 

In the spring, Ms. Wallace‟s  Adapted 

PE and Health class at MAMS got a 

visit from Sahara Sam‟s very own 

SAMBULANCE. In addition to 

introducing the students to the many 

uniforms and their functions, these 

traveling, specially trained first 

responders put on a hands-on 

presentation to give our students the 

4-1-1 on 9-1-1 and basic first aid.  

Students were able to ask questions, 

tour the ambulance, try the lights 

and sirens and take responsibility for 

handling small emergencies.  

Through role play, students and their 

Peer Buddies determined how to 

respond to given scenarios to best 

stay safe.  

 

In October, Fire Fighter Casey from 

our neighborhood fire department 

made a special visit for Fire Safety 

Month.  The students learned about 

smoke alarms and how to escape in a 

safe manner; never to hide and never 

to go back for a pet or something they 

forgot.  After exploring the truck and 

getting a bag of hands on activities to 

share at home students made a 

thank you poster for the Department. 

 

Both these activities were important 

learning activities for Ms. Wallace‟s 

class.  In addition to meeting 

standards in the Comprehensive 

Health Standards and the 21st 

Century Life and Career Standards, 

the class participated in a variety of 

hands on learning activities showing 

them that safety is a shared 

responsibility.  They have to do their 

part and let community helpers do 

theirs.  
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Ravine Drive School 

Author Visit - Caldecott 

Winner - Paul O. Zelinsky 
 

Weeks before the official author visit 

(which showcased on February 26, 

2016) the Ravine Drive Author Visit 

Committee met on early mornings, 

late nights and anytime in between 

to create this year's theme.  Led by 

librarian, Ms.  Morillo, the committee 

and other staff members worked to 

create an Old Time Movie Theater 

set in accordance to one of the 

author‟s books, Z is for Moose.  From, 

the marquee, ticket booths, 

concession stand and costumes for 

everyone, the show was a huge 

success. Ms. Morillo explains, "I am 

lucky to have a principal that allows 

me to utilize my creative juices to its 

fullest potential.  Learning to read is 

not just a skill, it is an experience.  

Creating shows like these will 

hopefully inspire students to become 

life-long readers." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dulcimer Dynamos 
 

Due to the support of the Matawan-

Aberdeen Educational Foundation, 

the students in Ms. Lorefice‟s general 

music classes are learning how to 

play dulcimers. This Appalachian 

folk instrument provides the students 

with the opportunity to compare and 

contrast melodic and harmonic 

relationships in music. Due to the 

fact that the instrument belongs to 

the string family, students can even 

sing while playing the instrument. 

Be on the lookout for future 

performances by the Dulcimer 

Dynamos! 
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Genetics 

 

 
 

Students in Ms. Turley's biology 

classes were teaching each other 

about genetics. Students were placed 

into groups and given a genetics topic 

to research and then present to their 

classmates, using Google Slides. To 

make things even more interesting, 

students competed against each other 

by evaluating each presentation, 

using rubrics, with prizes going to 

the top competitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Around Town 

 

 
 
Students at Matawan-Aberdeen 

Middle School in Mrs. Smolokoff's, 

Mr. Wilensky's, and Ms. Gagliardi's 

classes have been busy out and about 

in the community! 

 

Community outings have included 

trips to Freehold Raceway Mall, 

Jenkinson's Aquarium, and Monster 

Mini Golf.  We love the opportunities 

that the students have to interact 

with peers and practice life skills 

introduced in the classroom.  We look 

forward to our upcoming trips! 
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Dr. Majka Reads to Class 
 

 
 

Dr. Majka read aloud to Mrs. 

Morrissey's Kindergarten class at 

Ravine Drive School on Thursday, 

March 10.   After visiting our class 

during Dr. Seuss week, he asked if he 

could come back to read aloud to the 

class.  The class was so excited to 

hear that we were having a visitor 

come and read aloud to our class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Art Month  

at MRHS 
 

March is Youth Art Month in our 

schools.  To celebrate, we would like 

to recognize our talented visual arts 

students.  Seniors: Ryan Hoyt, John 

DiMaggio, Nikolas Hymowitz, and 

Salvatore Esposito, as well as junior 

Kelly Cabrera, created literature-

based murals for the MRHS media 

center.  Many thanks to Mr.  Gross 

for this wonderful idea, and for 

showcasing the talent that exist 

within our walls. 

 

The Matawan Regional High School 

Art Department would also like to 

extend its thanks to Christopher 

Hensel for his collaboration with the 

visual arts student on his event 

“Music Off the Page,” that took place 

in February.  Mr. Hensel‟s band 

students wrote and performed their 

own musical compositions that were 

inspired by their peers works of art.  

The event was a huge success and 

the students gained so much from 

working creatively with their peers in 

this unique way. 

 

The art students of Matawan 

Regional High School have been 

working tirelessly to prepare for 

various events.  Once again, our 

MRHS artists will have their work on 

display at the Monmouth County 

Teen Arts Festival at Brookdale 
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Community College on March 17th 

and 18th.  Students in the Art Majors 

classes are participating in other 

exciting events, such as the 

Congressional Art Competition, 

among other award opportunities.  In 

addition, they are working on 

sneaker designs for the VANS 

Custom Culture contest; a contest 

that gives high school art students 

the opportunity to work on custom 

shoe designs. 

 

Our students are currently working 

on portraits for The Memory Project, 

an exchange that allows our high 

school students to create portraits for 

children in orphanages around the 

world.  The delivery of these portraits 

to their recipients is recorded and 

sent back to the school for the artists 

to view.  It is a heartfelt sentiment 

that teaches kindness and generosity, 

all through the use of their unique 

talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please save the date for our April 

and May events!  Your support is 

appreciated, as always! 

-TGI Fridays Art Sale & Fundraiser 

was held on April 12, 2016, at TGI 

Fridays in Hazlet. 20% of each table 

with our flyer went towards our 

school.  After dinner, people browsed 

some of our students‟ work that will 

be up for sale!  

-The Empty Bowls Project, on 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 from 6-9 

PM in the MRHS cafeteria.  All in 

attendance will receive student-made 

ceramic bowls, as well as a soup 

dinner, for a $5.00 donation.  Special 

thanks to Chartwells and DeMarco‟s 

Catering for their generous 

donations.  100% of the proceeds from 

the night will be given to the Food 

Banks of Monmouth and Ocean 

Counties.  Please contact Ms. 

Hueston for additional information.  

-MRHS-HAFHA Art Show on 

Thursday, May 19th, 2016, from 4-7 

PM at The Bank of America in 

Aberdeen, N.J. 
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Letters to the Future 

 
The Senior Class of 2016 will be 

involved in contributing to this 

capsule that will be buried in June 

2016 and opened 10 years later in the 

year 2026. Mrs. Dellert, a health and 

physical education teacher at the 

high school has spear-headed this 

project. 

A time capsule is a historic cache of 

goods or information, usually 

intended as a method of 

communication with future people 

and to help future people. Time 

capsules are sometimes created and 

buried during celebrations. The 

MRHS time capsule will celebrate 

the Class of 2016.  

The Home Depot of Hazlet kindly 

donated the materials for this 

project. Artists from the Senior Class 

will decorate the time capsule. When 

it is completed, the Seniors will 

contribute items to be placed into the 

capsule. It will be buried in the 

Matawan Regional High School 

courtyard. 

 

Examples of items to be placed in 

capsule. 

Messages/Letters to the Future (from 

the class president) & students), 

Photographs, Videos, DVDs, Flash 

Drives, Shows from TV or on DVDs, 

Technology, Newspaper, magazines, 

Movie, concert stubs, event 

programs, stamps, Current Coke 

Bottle, Sport apparel, ball, Happy 

Meal Toy, K-cups etc. 

 

The capsule will be buried at the end 

of June 2016. There will be a 

ceremony held in the courtyard. 

 

The image on the right is of the 

capsule before artwork. Images of the 

project will be updated. 
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The Only School in the 

World 

 

 
 

Since the advent of Matawan 

Regional High School‟s STEM 

initiative we have had a spectacular 

upward trajectory in science. As 

evidence of this my students have 

won the New Jersey Brain Bee at 

Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 

two of the last three years including 

the National Championship two 

years ago. Our Biology 1 team is 

having enormous success in the New 

Jersey Science League. We have 

received a $10,000.00 grant for 

starting a new Molecular Cell Biology 

Course. The superintendent asked if 

we would be interested in a 3D 

printer. Since the students are 

involved in the molecular, Biologic, 

and anatomic sciences we researched 

this opportunity. One of my senior‟s 

career goals is to advance the 3D 

Bioprinter technology. We began 

researching and immediately 

understood the 21st century 

advancement in biologic technology. 

This bioprinter is completely 

different from the others that use 

plastics. This will create living cell 

matrix and other organ structures. 

The advances will revolutionize the 

creation of living, functional tissues 

and organs. We understood that this 

is where we wanted to be with our 

learning, research and creativity. 

That began our campaign for this Bio 

Printer from CELLINK. With the 

persistent work of our 

administration, educational 

foundation and the superb 

cooperation of the CELLINK 

executives Eric Gatenholm, Dr. 

Hector Martinez and the Swedish 

Consul this day has come to fruition. 

We are the only school in the world 

with this amazing machine in our 

school. Now we start the process that 

we have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cellink&view=detailv2&&id=DCD3282B66BA77E39D1AB3AC5133CBB1769CEAB2&selectedIndex=16&ccid=J1WH3kBh&simid=608016320332499842&thid=OIP.M275587de40618e2a8d861c8a595ed0d5o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cellink&view=detailv2&&id=D8D081A2AAC469618F15F8C2BD62CD502855C65D&selectedIndex=59&ccid=EpDmRr0Y&simid=608003740374467431&thid=OIP.M1290e646bd189a249d8502c6c96e3626o0
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The Big Time 

 

 
 

Dolce and Vigoroso, the two 

auditioned select choir groups at the 

Matawan Aberdeen Middle School 

and had the distinct honor of 

performing at the Count Basie 

Theater in Red Bank, NJ.  News 12 

was there and taped the  

performance. The 100 students were 

featured on Sounds of the Season, 

which aired 20 times on News 12NJ 

during the holiday season. 5 choral 

groups from all over the state were 

selected to appear and we are so 

proud of our extremely talented 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Student Art 

Gallery 
 

Please join us in appreciating and 

celebrating the work of our students 

in the middle school art studios.  

Student work is on view at 

www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp

?id=156473 

 

You may access the link on my school 

website (Ms. Khachaturian) or use 

the link above. 

 

Artwork is continuously being added, 

so check back often to view, share 

and comment on the collection! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=156473
http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=156473
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Sports 
 

Matawan Field Hockey 

 

 

 

 
 

This year has been the best year for 

the field hockey team. Every year, us 

coaches, come into the season with a 

positive attitude about how our 

season is going to go but it was tough 

in the beginning this year.  We had a 

slow start, with a record of 2-5, losing 

to teams we should have beaten.  I 

guess you would say we just warming 

up.  Once we were coming into our 

second half of the season things 

turned around for us.  A night game 

against our rival, Saint John‟s 

Vianney, is where everything started 

to go good for us. 

 

The games came ready to play.  If you 

were there you would have seen the 

determination and the fight these 

girls had in them.  SJV scored first 

and we answered back, then they 

scored again.  SJV was up 2-1 with 

about 5 minutes left and all we heard 

was a bang on the back of the cage.  

It was one of our girls scoring the 

tying goal which sent us into 

overtime.  We ended the game in tie, 

which was the greatest feeling for us.  

After this amazing game we went on 

to win 9 games in a row.  The team 

finished the regular season with a 

record of 10-5.  We made history 

hosting the first round of states 

against Holmdel and beating them 3-

2.  We finished our season in the 

second round losing 4-0 to Perth 

Amboy. Our final record was 11-6, 

which was the best record that this 

program has ever had.  Also finishing 

3rd in our conference and 2 of our 

players, Jennelle Long and Niya 

Calloway, made the All Conference 

Team!  

 

We are very proud of these young 

ladies for never giving up when times 

were tough.  They achieved many 

goals in one season. Great husky 

pride is portrayed on this team! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Hockey 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clipart+field+hockey&view=detailv2&&id=1EA308746F6DC763049FB19F60CBC7DC4ED86267&selectedIndex=73&ccid=3pxB9UCB&simid=608032306210538669&thid=OIP.Mde9c41f54081e7e0f8cc377635c2f80co0
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Team Visits Senior 

Center 

 

 

 
 

 

I scheduled a visit for the Field 

Hockey players to visit a Senior 

Center in October 2015. 

 

The MRHS Field Hockey players 

volunteered their time to go to the 

Madison Center located on Route 34 

in Matawan.  

 

They helped decorate for the 

Halloween Party and had 

opportunities to dress in costumes 

and visit with residents.  

 

Vivian Grebow is a graduate of 

MRHS The girls were so excited to 

meet a graduate of MRHS. Vivian 

attended the original building that 

was located next to Broad Street 

School. 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Football Players 

Lead the Way 
 

 
 
Senior Football player Isaiah Phillip 

was a recipient of the High School 

Maxwell Award.  Fifty one high 

school senior football players were 

chosen by the Maxwell Club.  The 

criterion was high academic, level of 

play and community service.  Isaiah 

excelled in all three phases and was 

recognized at an awards banquet.  

Also February third is national 

signing day for high school football 

players earning scholarships.  Two of 

our seniors Shawn Ramcheran and 

Aliem Shaw will sign letters of intent 

to attend Sacred Heart University on 

full scholarship.  Congratulations to 

these fine young men, their families, 

teachers and coaches. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clipart+senior+center&view=detailv2&&id=677762BCAB514FB70F67FF0D915BC0AA258CE82E&selectedIndex=2&ccid=7szDVcth&simid=608024339035851238&thid=OIP.Meeccc355cb6160909d903b420748e838o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=football+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=3E5EC54FAFF5791EA3589590B6E124F79A1E6C36&selectedIndex=109&ccid=ZEJhohm3&simid=608040479531402742&thid=OIP.M644261a219b703779a6aff504df645c3o0
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Matawan Bowling Team 

Success 

 

 
 

The Boys and Girls Bowling teams 

headed by Coaches Ms. Hughes and 

Mr. Carnovsky, saw success on and 

off the alleys.  The girl‟s team took 

the Public A North Division Title 

while the boys took 3rd.  Members of 

Matawan Bowling Team ran a very 

successful Holiday tournament with 

the help of Keyport HS.  The 

Bayshore Holiday Classic was on 

December 28th at Strathmore Lanes 

and had a very high turnout in its 

first year. 

 

Matawan also hosted the Monmouth 

County Tournament for the first time 

on January 30th at Strathmore 

Lanes.  24 teams competed at the 

tournament while members of 

Matawan's bowling teams competed 

and operated a smooth and successful 

tournament. 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR 

READING THE MRTA 

NEWSLETTER! COME 

BACK NEXT YEAR TO 

READ ABOUT ALL OF 

THE EXCITING 

ACTIVITIES OUR 

STAFF AND 

STUDENTS ARE 

DOING! 


