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The Matawan Regional Teachers 

Association is proud to share our 

PRIDE newsletter. A PRIDE in Public 

Education grant from the NJEA has 

given the MRTA this opportunity to 

provide you with a view of some of the 

activities that have taken place in our 

schools throughout the year. The 

teachers and the staff of the Matawan 

Aberdeen Regional School District 

have voluntarily submitted articles 

that demonstrate student engagement 

and success when it comes to 

community, core academics and 

sports, just to name a few. Please take 

some time to read through the articles 

to see all the great learning 

experiences that are occurring from 

our preschool to our high school.  

 

We also invite you to visit the MRTA 

website, www.mrtaonline.org, for 

information regarding the Marie 

Panos MRTA Scholarship. We have 

been able to offer over $81,000 in 

scholarships to our students. 

 

Sincerely, 

Casey Barilka 

MRTA President 

Congratulations 

Teachers of the Year 
 

We want to congratulate those honored as 

Teacher of the Year and Educational 

Service Professional for each building. The 

recipients are: 

 

Matawan Regional High School 

Mrs. Dee Dellert - Teacher of the Year 

Mr. Matt Goetz-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Matawan Aberdeen Middle School 

Mr. James Scheuing-Teacher of the Year 

Ms. Kathleen Feen-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Lloyd Road School 

Mrs. Dawn Lasko- Teacher of the Year 

Ms. Allison Foley-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Cliffwood Elementary School 

Ms. Allison Maglione- Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. Mary Ann Gerrity- Educational 

Services Professional of the Year 

 

Ravine Drive School 

Ms. Kristen Fisco- Teacher of the Year 

Ms. Lori Donaghue- Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Strathmore Elementary School 

Mrs. Allison Christie- Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. Erin Cagnina-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 

 

Cambridge Park Preschool 

Mrs. Lisa Brown-Educational Services 

Professional of the Year 
 

 

MRTA President’s Message 
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In The Classroom 

 
Fun with Genetics 

 

Mrs. Borchers' and Ms. Turley's 

freshmen biology classes are using 

their knowledge of genetics to solve 

the Great Baby Mixup. The babies 

were mixed up during a hospital 

blackout and need to be matched up 

with their correct parents. Students 

are using collected data on the 

babies' and parents' traits and the 

genes that code for those traits to 

determine who the correct parents 

are. Students will also be using 

simulated blood to determine the 

parents' blood types and cross 

reference them with the babies' blood 

types to help them make the correct 

matches.  

 

In addition, the biology classes were 

introduced to several of Ms Turley's 

rabbits and learned how she uses 

genetic knowledge to breed them. 

The AP biology class is now planning 

to use the rabbits and carry out an 

experiment to see if certain colors are 

influenced by changes in 

temperature. No rabbits will be 

harmed during the experiment, but if 

successful, the students will be able 

to publish their findings to the 

scientific community. 

 

Celebrate Now with 

Cliffwood’s 3rd Grade 

Chorus 

 
For the first half of the year, the 3rd 

grade music class at Cliffwood 

Elementary serves as a chorus class. 

During our time together, students 

begin to develop proper singing 

techniques while rehearsing material 

for our annual concert. This 

performance is very special for the 

students; not only have they been 

working consistently on the material, 

but for the majority of the students, 

this is the first time performing in an 

ensemble. Each piece contains an 

uplifting message that encourages 

the audience to celebrate the present. 

I am so proud of my students and 

how much they have grown as 

singers.  
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Academic Bowl Team 
 
The MAMS Academic Bowl teams 

have represented Matawan-Aberdeen 

Middle School twice this year in two 

highly competitive competitions.  In 

the fall, the teams competed in the 

academic bowl at the Marine 

Academy of Science and Technology 

(MAST).   The students worked 

diligently together competing round 

after round.  Although, they did not 

win the tournament, they finished in 

the top 25% of teams that competed.  

In March, the seventh grade team 

looks to defend its first place trophy 

from last year at the Hammarskjold 

Middle School Academic Challenge.  

The newly assembled sixth grade 

team will make its debut at this 

competition and our seasoned and 

experienced eighth grade team will 

look to bring home a trophy.  

Whether they win or lose, these 

eighteen outstanding students 

always represent their school, 

community, parents, and teachers 

positively and proudly. 

Multicultural Club 

 

 

 
 

The MAMS Multicultural Club 

continues to provide leadership 

within the middle school with its 

continued work in citizenship and 

cultural awareness.   This year, the 

members of the Multicultural Club 

have worked hard raising awareness 

during Native American History 

Month, Black History Month, and 

Women's History Month.  They have 

partnered up with the African 

American Student Union to examine 

and discuss the contributions made 

by Martin Luther King Jr. and his 

followers during their march from 

Selma to Montgomery.  The club has 

celebrated cultural diversity through 

food as well.  During the holiday 

season, each member brought food 

native to their culture and shared 

their food and heritage with their 

fellow club members.  Moving 

forward, the club members will be 

celebrating Asian/Pacific American 

Heritage Month when they learn how 
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to do yoga and experience cultures 

from that part of the world.  It has 

been and continues to be a very 

exciting cultural adventure within 

the MAMS Multicultural Club. 
 

 

Special Outings 

 

 
This year the students in the Autism 

Program have been doing many great 

things and have had many 

remarkable experiences. The 

students have gone on several 

community based instruction lessons 

where the students focus on applying 

life skills they work on in the 

classroom in real life situations. 

Recently the students went to the 

Mall and practiced buying items in 

various settings, working with 

money, and ordering food from a 

restaurant.  

 

We have also had Houdini the 

therapy dog come and visit. During 

this time all of the students get to pet 

Houdini, feed him a few snacks, and 

ask the owner Mr. Ralph a few 

questions. We love when Houdini and 

Mr. Ralph come because they make 

us smile and laugh.  

 

Students in the Autism program 

have also been working on preparing 

a simple meal independently. 

Students have been using the 

microwave to cook cheese 

quesadillas, eggs, and English muffin 

pizza. It is amazing to see the 

students’ progress and cook these 

simple meals with minimal 

prompting, which is promoting 

independence while boosting their 

self-esteem and confidence.  

 

There are many great things 

happening in the Autism program 

and every day is a new adventure. 

The teachers and staff in this 

program are very proud of our 

students and their accomplishments.  

 

Criminal Justice 
 

The criminal justice class at High 

School is an over view of our system 

of law and policing.  The students 

study a combined curriculum of 

current events with practical 

application.  This year the class 

received new books to enhance the 

curriculum.   
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One of the major aspects of the class 

students seem to enjoy is the guest 

speakers who come from the local 

community to give a talk about what 

they do and partake in a "Q and A" 

session with the students.   

 

This past semester, the students in 

Mr. Carnovsky's class were visited by 

Officer Jeff Griffith, former detective 

Mike Vaccarro, and John Nichols 

who worked for the counter terrorism 

unit of the Essex county prosecutor’s 

office in Newark   This semesters 

class hopes to have current law 

enforcement officials, a lawyer, and a 

possible trip to the Freehold Police 

Academy and a tour of the Aberdeen 

court house.   

 

Mrs. Winther's 5th 

Grade Science Class 
 

We have a lot going on in room 219 

this month.  Students are learning 

about the different layers of the 

Earth.   

 

 

There are 4 layers of the Earth.  The 

oldest layer is the Inner Core, which 

is 800 miles thick.  Next is the Outer 

Core, which is 1,400 miles thick.  The 

mantle is 1,800 miles thick, and the 

Crust is 5 to 25 miles thick.  Students 

were surprised to learn that the 

Earth's crust was only 5 to 25 miles 

thick.   

 

We will be studying Plate Tectonics 

in the next few days.  We have all 

heard of earthquakes, but we never 

really knew how they occurred, and 

why.  It's going to be an exciting 

month. 

 

 
 

 

Imagination 
 
The Ravine Drive 3rd Grade Chorus 

presented their Annual Chorus 

Concert on Wednesday, February 1st 

at 7:00 pm at Ravine Drive School. 
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The chorus presented the theme 

"Imagination". This talented 3rd 

grade class included speakers and 

soloists. Some of our songs included: 

"Pure Imagination" from Willie 

Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, 

"What If?" which we sang with sign 

language, and "Pirate Child". 

 

 

Artic Life 

 

 
 

In January, Mrs. Morrissey's  

Kindergarten class at Ravine Drive 

School was learning about different 

animals that live in the Arctic.  They 

watched a video and read about 

Arctic animals in our Scholastic 

magazines.  

 

They also did a STEM lesson about 

Arctic animal habitats last.  First, 

they planned and sketched their 

designs.  Then they used 

marshmallows and toothpicks to 

build their habitat.  Finally, they 

shared and discussed why and how 

they designed their habitats.  

 

 

Research at Cliffwood 

 

 
 

Since the beginning of the year, Mrs. 

Fins' and Mrs. Bergrin's POR class at 

Cliffwood have been very busy.  The 

students researched their favorite 

animal, wrote a story and presented 

their projects at the Author's 

Celebration. 

 

The following month, celebrating 

history, the students researched a 

famous person in history. Students 

wrote biographical short stories and 

made posters. The students will 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=lAOMA0Cg&id=C0B14FD0963C86A72061710134CBAC6C3D24DC70&q=lsingingclip+art&simid=608049877368573710&selectedIndex=3
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present their accomplishments at a 

Wax Museum presentation in March. 

 

Italia 

Exciting things are happening in 

Mrs. Nunziante's Italian classes!  

Last week, her students took a 

virtual trip to beautiful Florence, 

Italy, right in the heart of Tuscany.  

Using the newest technology 

provided by the high school's media 

center and led by Mr. Gross, the 

media center specialist, the students 

were able to walk around Florence, 

visit museums, and even go inside 

some apartments to see how the 

Florentines live!  "These 360 degree 

virtual tours are amazing!", said Mrs. 

Nunziante, "It really feels like you 

are there."   

 

Students use their smart phones and 

special viewing cases to put 

themselves right in the center of the 

action.  They can look around, walk 

around, and really get a feel for the 

atmosphere.  Moving forward, 

students in Mrs. Nunziante's classes 

will be using this technology to visit 

other cities in Italy looking for 

specific locations by using directions 

in Italian and having to say what 

they see.  "It's really a useful tool.", 

said Mrs. Nunziante, "The students 

love breaking away from the usual 

class room routine."   And where 

better to break away to? Bellissima 

Italia! 

 

 

Native Americans 

 

4th Grade Trip to Holmdel Park 

Throughout October and early 

November, 4th grade classes at Lloyd 

Road Elementary School went to 

Holmdel Park to learn more about 

the Lenape Native Americans. 

Students found out how the Lenape 

lived in the area and used natural 

resources to survive daily life. Some 

students worked to share and 

perform oral stories using 

pictographs, while others used sticks 

and mud to create the walls for a 

longhouse. Classes worked together 

to build a Lenape longhouse. They 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iJLUY745&id=0D510C7857E5A06F2C5706E1D4775592866ADC0A&q=native+american+clip+art&simid=608013043749490410&selectedIndex=96
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moved log posts to the building area, 

dug holes for the posts with shells, 

and tied knots with special string. 

Once canvas (or the painted mural) 

was added to cover the house, 

students participated in a special 

“ladder ceremony” in which they 

climbed a handmade ladder and 

yelled out their name for everyone to 

hear! At the end of the trip, classes 

were able to sit inside the longhouse 

they had worked so hard to build. 

The trips were a special learning 

experience and fun was had by all!  

 

Google Certified 

Educators 

 

Matawan Regional High School staff 

members, Mrs. Sheryl Kish, Ms. 

Katelyn Kinneman, Ms. Kathleen 

Casserly, Mrs. Louise Wegrzyn, Ms. 

Maria McDede and Mrs. Zach Gross, 

have been actively involved with 

being trained on many of the most 

commonly used Google Apps for 

educators throughout the school year. 

The hands-on workshops they have 

attended focused on the skills and 

techniques needed to complete the 

online exam to achieve Google 

Educator status and pursue Google 

Education Trainer status. The 

workshops were presented by Kiker 

Learning and Google Education 

Partners for Professional 

Development. Workshop participants 

were guided through various 

activities and classroom examples 

using media rich content, web based 

tutorials, and video learning 

libraries. Google Apps that were 

discussed included Docs, Sheets, 

Slides, Forms, Drive, Photos, 

Hangouts, Calendar, Classroom and 

Gmail, among many other 

applications and extensions. All of 

the activities discussed at the 

workshops can be used in and out of 

the classroom. The teachers have 

been actively using what they have 

learned with staff members and in 

their classrooms to teach their 

students how to become more 

responsible and aware of the digital 

possibilities that their futures hold. 
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Letters from the Past 

A Grade 5 Lloyd Road Enrichment 

class from 1987 left an envelope 

addressed to the Lloyd Road School 

class of 2017 with details about a 

time capsule buried at Lloyd Road. 

 

 

 
 

The envelope included information 

about the 1987 time capsule project 

including its contents, location, the 

process that was followed, and letters 

from the student participants. The 

capsule was buried in the spring of 

1987.  We plan to unveil the 30 year 

old time capsule on Tuesday, June 

13th. This year we are introducing 

our students to the concept of the 

time capsule in preparation for the 

unveiling.  We will then look to start 

a similar time capsule preparation 

process during the 2017-18 school 

year similar to that of the 1987 class 

that will culminate with Lloyd Road 

burying a new time capsule in June 

of 2018 for the class of 2048 to find. 

 

A copy of the newspaper article from 

the June 10th Bayshore Independent 

can be found here: 

http://www.digifind-

it.com/matawan/DATA/independent/1

987/1987-06-10.pdf 

 

Mrs. Judi Birnbach was the teacher 

in 1987. Mrs. Birnbach has since 

relocated out of state but we were 

able to communicate with her about 

the time capsule.  Thankfully, Mrs. 

Birnbach already has plans to return 

to New Jersey this June for a family 

event so our unveiling will take place 

during her visit so that Mrs. 

Birnbach can join us!  

 

The 20 student participants from 

1987 are the students listed 

below.  Thirteen of the twenty 

students have already been in 

communication with Principal 

Jerabek and many plan to return for 

the unveiling as well. 

 

Stephanie Locke 

Peter Skidmore 

Jennifer Fratello 

Nicole Lamberti 

Erica Poon 

James Loughran 

Charles Sharpe 

Anita Gundanna 

Michelle Barbarotta 

Claire Joyce 

http://www.digifind-it.com/matawan/DATA/independent/1987/1987-06-10.pdf
http://www.digifind-it.com/matawan/DATA/independent/1987/1987-06-10.pdf
http://www.digifind-it.com/matawan/DATA/independent/1987/1987-06-10.pdf
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Kim Scarborough 

Susan Niola 

Eric Ball 

Imfiaz Siddiqui 

Stefan Sozomenu 

David Sickler 

Eugene Russo 

Adam Cooper 

Jason Pagano 

Mike Harriot 

 

This is going to be an amazing 

experience for all Lloyd Road School 

students, staff, and school 

community members because it is 

one thing to read about history but to 

have the opportunity to be a direct 

participant in seeing history come 

alive is invaluable. 

 

We will keep everyone updated on 

this process as we move through it. 

Mr. Jerabek, Principal 

 

We Love Math 

 

The American Mathematics 

Competitions are a series of 

examinations and curriculum 

materials that build problem-solving 

skills and mathematical knowledge 

in middle and high school students. 

The MAA’s American Mathematics 

Competitions program leads the 

nation in strengthening the 

mathematical capabilities of the next 

generation of problem-solvers. The 

MAA AMC program positively 

impacts the analytical skills needed 

for future careers in an innovative 

society.  

 

Two of our Matawan Regional High 

School students, Jeffrey Opokuh-

Mensah and Abudllah Ramadan, 

performed exceptionally well in the 

AMC 10 and 12 math competition 

and have been invited to participate 

in the American Mathematics 

Invitational Exam on March 7.  This 

prestigious exam is invitation only 

and is part of a series of exams that 

culminates with the International 

Mathematics Olympiad.  We are very 

proud of these gentlemen and wish 

them well in the next round of 

competition. 
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Genius Hour 

  

The fourth grade students in Ms. 

Weinstein’s, Mrs. Herman’s, Mrs. 

Reistrom’s, and Mrs. Huhn’s classes 

have been working on Genius Hour 

projects to explore their individual 

passions.  Genius Hour is based on 

Google’s 20% Project, where the 

company allows their employees 20% 

of their time at work to explore their 

own passions empowered to explore 

their own passions.  It provides 

students a choice in what they are 

learning and allows them to explore 

and research their own passion 

project activities. Students create a 

focus, or essential question, and the 

final outcome is different for every 

student.  While inquiring about their 

Genius Hour projects, students 

explore the integration of STEM and 

the design process.   

 

Through the Genius Hour process, 

students have the freedom to take 

their projects in the direction they 

want to, with teachers acting as 

facilitators, motivating them, and 

assisting them in the right direction.  

Students were able to see first hand 

how passions can turn into careers by 

speaking with Emmy Award winning 

Sportscaster, Jon Alba, through 

Google Hangout. During the year, 

students keep Genius Hour digital 

notebook to show how their ideas 

grow and develop into a project.  

They create pitches to motivate and 

engage other students to learn more 

about their individual projects. They 

also blog about the progress of their 

research and their plan moving 

forward, and they create and use QR 

codes to catalog and have easy access 

to their references or sources.   

 

As a culminating activity, we invite 

parents in for “Genius Day” to see the 

final presentation of all the projects, 

and we have them participate in 

many of the design challenges that 

the students have completed over the 

course of the school year.  We also 

invite in a panel of experts in 

different career fields to talk to 

students about how their passions 

can lead to choosing their careers 

later in life.  Our expert panel 

consists of professionals that the 

students have an interest in or show 

a desire to learn more about, 

including a scientist from NASA, a 
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physical therapist, a professional 

dancer/choreographer, a computer 

programmer/video game designer, an 

engineer, and a town councilman. 

 

Whoooo Whooooo 

 

 

Whoo’s interested in learning about 

owls?  In the 5th grade curriculum, 

teachers brought their study on 

ecosystem dynamics to life by having 

students dissect owl pellets.  This 

unit started with a study of food 

webs.  Students created their own 

food webs using various animal and 

plant pictures.  After that, they did 

an experiment to see what factors 

contributed to decomposition.  This 

involved putting slices of bread into 

different environments to see which 

one lead to decomposition first.  

Finally, they started dissecting owl 

pellets.  After a few, “Yucks”, and 

“That’s disgusting,” the classes got 

over the idea that an owl pellet is 

actually the parts of the owl’s prey 

that could not be digested.  Then the 

students dug in with tweezers and 

pulled the bones out of the fur and 

feathers.  After they classified the 

types of bones that they discovered, 

they bleached the bones and then 

glued them together to create a 

skeleton.  This was a great way for 

boys and girls to experience first-

hand a food web. 

 

Pen Pals 

 

 

Cliffwood Elementary’s second grade 

classes have found an exciting way to 

end their Writers Workshop Unit on 

Opinion Writing. Students were so 

excited to receive a letter from a 

second grade class in Burton, Ohio 

and have accepted the challenge to 

sign up for the Great Mail Race.  

 

Students will put their writing skills 

to use by composing a letter to 

another second grade class in each of 

the fifty states. They are ready to 

convince other second grades how 

great New Jersey is and can't wait to 

learn about the other forty nine. 

Students will track responses on a 

U.S. map and compete to see which 

class receives the most letters. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=NUB+1xkj&id=0DD7B190F56079C1B05C55A3E94054ADEA1276BD&q=pen+pal+clip+art&simid=608021277206906977&selectedIndex=6
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Writers Workshop 

 

 

Did you know that the students in 

Room 1 at Strathmore School could 

be very persuasive? Mrs. Brereton's 

second grade class just completed an 

opinion writing piece in Writer's 

Workshop. The students were taught 

how to convince/persuade someone to 

believe or do something they felt 

strongly about. Some are trying to 

persuade their parents to get them a 

puppy, while others are persuading a 

friend to play a game that they enjoy. 

Students came up with three reasons 

and three examples to help them to 

be convincing. The students 

completed their published piece using 

the chrome books. All of the children 

were very convincing. We might just 

see a new puppy around town or hear 

about a special vacation to Disney 

World.  

 

Room 1 is also working with Mrs. 

Brereton and Mr. Irons on an Egg 

Drop Design Project. The students 

are working together to sketch/plan 

and design a project that will protect 

an egg from breaking when dropped. 

Children have brainstormed ideas 

individually and then shared their 

ideas with their groups. The children 

worked together to create one design 

per group. We have 4 groups 

working. Last week we created a list 

of items the children need to 

complete their design. We are looking 

forward to creating each design and 

then testing it out. After we test each 

of the designs the children will 

discuss ways to improve their design. 

 

Dr. Seuss 

 

 

Ms. Stelluto's MD class at Cliffwood 

has just started a unit celebrating 

the life and works of Dr. Seuss! We 

learned that his books often involve 

silly made up places and characters, 

and have a lot of rhyming words. Our 

class' favorite book so far is Oh, The 

Places You'll Go! We read the book as 

a class, watched an animated read 

aloud, and did a special project. We 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=qEKclxBP&id=AB75A6D29826675D4191EA4B004DFB00DEAED4E5&q=pen+pal+clip+art&simid=608001679271789736&selectedIndex=177
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=VLgPetHJ&id=FA64A073E81BB3336C049E075DC82E06FB516045&q=dr.+seuss+clip+art&simid=608028647370723093&selectedIndex=17
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each created our own hot air balloon 

to symbolize all the adventures we 

will go on as we grow bigger! We also 

drew a picture and wrote about what 

we want to be when we grow up. I 

have some future doctors, police 

officers, zookeepers, and much more 

in my class! 

 

 

Healthy Gardeners 

 

 

 

 This year, for the third year in a 

row, Cliffwood School’s 

Kindergarteners, Second Graders 

and Third Graders will choose plant 

and observe the growing of spring 

vegetables in our Cliffwood Garden 

during their Health Classes.  

Students have studied nutrition and 

this is a great way to put their 

learning into practice. 

 

 Students will begin by voting for 

their choice of two spring vegetables 

to grow in their class containers in 

the garden.  Then they will help to 

plant the seeds.  In the coming weeks 

they will observe the growth of their 

seeds. 

 

Some of the vegetables that have 

been previously grown are butternut 

squash, onions, lettuce, peas and 

string beans.  One year sunflowers 

were also grown. We can’t wait until 

spring arrives and we can plant our 

seeds! 

 

Multiplication Fun 

 

 

Cliffwood 3rd graders in Ms. Pappas 

and Ms. Aiello’s class are competing 

in a class wide Multiplication 

Challenge! The goal of this challenge 

is to gain multiplication fact fluency 

and improve automaticity skills. The 

students’ progress is monitored 

through Reflex math. As an 

incentive, students sign their name 

on a giant number as each set of facts 

are mastered. They began this 

challenge in the middle of January 

and already have thirty- two 

signatures! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=5h2pL1q+&id=216FDCBA6ED1DC57E7A38EEE122F91E382311AC5&q=garden+clip+art&simid=608052699179058737&selectedIndex=57
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100 Days of School 

 

The teachers and students of 

Cliffwood Elementary School had an 

absolute blast on the 100th Day of 

school! The students in Mrs. 

Maglione’s 3rd grade class 

participated in activities all related 

to the 100th day. As a STEM 

challenge, students competed in two 

groups to try and create the tallest 

freestanding tower using 100 cups.  

The students really had to work 

together to brainstorm ways to make 

their tower taller than their 

opponents and to use all 100 cups. 

They listened to one another, tried 

multiple ways, and most importantly 

NEVER GAVE UP. The winning 

tower reached 52 inches! We 

certainly are 100 days smarter! Oh, 

and the teachers got in on the action 

as well. Under the direction of Mrs. 

Adelson, Lloyd Road students 

participated in numerous school wide 

activities. 

ELECTION 2016 

 

Leading up to the Presidential 

Election our students engaged in 

lessons in which they learned how 

the election process works. Just prior 

to Election Day, each student 

completed a secret ballot with his or 

her choice for President and placed it 

in a ballot box inside our voting booth 

which was set up in our school lobby. 

 

Renovations 

 

 
 

MRHS completed a major renovation 

of the Foods Classroom this fall.  The 

construction ran a bit 
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overschedule, so Mrs. Claudio flipped 

the curriculum to explore careers in 

the Food and Nutrition industry 

through field experiences and guest 

speakers.  Students were able to get 

a behind the scenes tour of Delicious 

Orchards in Colts Neck, including the 

baking operations and the large 

inventory the produce manager 

organizes.  We explored restaurant 

management and franchise 

opportunities at Chipotle in Red 

Bank.  Classes also visited the 

Culinary Education Center in Asbury 

Park to tour a fully functional 

culinary school and partake in an 

amazing gourmet lunch. The meal 

was prepared and served by culinary 

arts students who are all members of 

the Monmouth County Vocational 

School District- some of who share 

time here at MRHS! 

One of the owners of Playa Bowls 

visited our school to share his path 

from an Old Bridge High School 

student to a successful 

entrepreneur.  Also, we were 

fortunate to hear from two registered 

dietitians from the Food Bank of 

Monmouth and Ocean County.  They 

shared their educational 

backgrounds as well as all of the 

programs the Food Bank runs and 

participates in that impact our local 

community.    

 

Now that the new Food Classroom is 

up and running, classes are 

practicing food preparation skills 

regularly. I hope that some of our 

faculty can participate as judges in 

our upcoming competitions including 

our first ever pizza/stromboli event 

and the annual cupcake wars.  

 

I sincerely thank everyone who made 

the much needed kitchen renovation 

possible.  I look forward to enhancing 

learning through great projects in 

our new room! 
 

Future Engineers 

 

 

The Ravine Drive 3rd Grade 

Engineering club has been working 

hard focusing on the engineering 

design process which builds and 

develops problem solving skills. The 

students have completed challenges 

such as the Tin Foil Tower, Index 

Card Tower and Straw Boat just to 

name a few. The students work hard 

in teams to ask questions, design a 

solution, plan their design, create 

and improve their product. Everyone 

enjoys working together to 

accomplish their challenge. 
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MAMS Spring Musical 

 

 

The Matawan Avenue Middle School 

Players are currently in rehearsal for 

their Spring Musical production of 

“In the Heights”.This talented and 

hard-working cast of 6th, 7th and 8th 

grade students is working hard under 

the direction of Ms. Linda Viel to 

bring this show to life on stage.  

Please come out and support these 

amazing students.  The show dates 

are May 5th, 6th and 7th.  For more 

information watch for updates on the 

district website or contact Mrs. 

Hebding at ehebding@marsd.org. 

 

Cooking in Pre-K 

Cooking With Mrs. Kruzik  –  Mrs. 

Kruzik in an Instructional Assistant 

in Room 11 at Cambridge Park 

Preschool Mrs. Carey’s AM and PM 

Cambridge Park Preschool Students 

have enjoyed being a part of an 

interactive audience for Mrs. 

Kruzik’s show, Cooking with Mrs. 

Kruzik. 

 

          

 

These shows have provided our 

students with all sorts of new 

experiences. They now know that a 

recipe is just a fancy word for 

directions and that ingredients are 

all the health foods and spices needed 

to create many of the yummy meals 

they enjoy! Students were eager to 

crack eggs and use measuring tools, 

such as teaspoons, tablespoons, 

measuring cups. They marveled at 

the many foreign objects used to 

prepare our delicious snacks. Some of 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Xgk48kI/&id=C88FB00D685C4296EB9891845454009F66B633D8&q=stage+clipart&simid=608037550825080880&selectedIndex=1
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their favorites were the Apple-peeler-

corer-slicer, the garlic press and an 

electric frying pan. Their faces were 

worth a thousand words as they 

sniffed and sampled ingredient such 

as, cinnamon, ginger, garlic, salt, 

sugar, tart apples slices, water 

chestnuts and peas. All of our 

students have become a part of the 

Two-Bite Club, bravely trying new 

cultural delicacies.  We have enjoyed 

Apple Sauce, a Friendship Fruit 

Salad, Potato Latkes (From scratch) 

for Hanukkah and Veggie Fried Rice 

for Chinese New Year! AND 

Although we could not eat it, we had 

a blast making this years’ 

Gingerbread creation. A Gingerbread 

Reindeer Barn! See our 

MASTERPIECE below!  In the 

coming weeks we will enjoy Green 

Eggs & Toast to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 

Birthday, Air-popped Popcorn with 

Sweet and Savory Toppings and 

Quesadillas for Cinco de Mayo. 

 

Quadratics in the 

Real World 

 

Many Algebra 2 students at 

Matawan Regional High School made 

real world connections to the graphs 

of quadratics (parabolas) through a 

project they had to complete in the 

fall. For this project, students 

identified parabolas in the real world. 

They chose one picture of a parabola, 

transcribed it onto a graph (making 

sure it intersected the x- and y-axes), 

and then presented all the important 

information related to it onto a 

poster, pamphlet, or booklet. 

Students were responsible for 

describing characteristics of the 

graph aside from determining the 

equation of the quadratic 

 

Mardi Gras 

High School French Classes in 

French 1 we are currently reading a 

mini novel about a young boy named 

Brandon, who wants a dog. In French 

2 we are reading about Brandon as a 

teenager who now wants to drive his 

dad's T-Bird. In French 3, we are 

reading about Brandon as he travels 

to Quebec. As the students are 

progressing in French, they enjoy 
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reading about the continuing 

adventures of the same character. 

Reading is a very effective way to 

learn a language as it puts the 

vocabulary and grammatical 

structures in a context that the 

students can understand.  

 
On Mardi Gras, the students learned 

about the holiday, listened to 

traditional Mardi Gras music and 

then enjoyed making their masks. 

 

Stem Club: Lloyd Road 

 

 

Future engineers are at work in the 

stem club of Lloyd Road.  This is an 

after school club that students signed 

up for.  In this club children have the 

opportunity to take on STEM 

challenges.  STEM stands for science, 

technology, engineering and math.  

When students are presented with 

challenges, they use these four areas 

to help them find solutions.  Each 

challenge has criteria and 

constraints.  Criteria means what 

has to happen at the end of the 

challenge.  The constraints are the 

materials they are allowed to use.  

For example in one challenge they 

had to create a marble run.  The 

criteria was that it had to have a 

curve and an uphill section. The 

constraints were that they could only 

use paper towel rolls, tape, scissors 

and paper plates. We have also 

worked with balloon rockets and film 

canister rockets.  STEM is fun! 
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Ecosystems in a Bottle 

 

In Mrs. Brophy and Mrs. Gwizdz’s 

5th grade science class at Lloyd Road 

School, we are studying the Earth’s 

systems: Geosphere, Atmosphere, 

Hydrosphere, and Biosphere. In my 

Pull Out Resource class, we 

reinforced what we were learning 

about in the General Education 

Science curriculum by making our 

own ecosystems in bottles. We used 

soda bottles, duct tape, soil, string, 

water, and seeds (all donated by 

parents) to create ecosystems. We 

even spiced up the activity by 

changing the variables to make 

predictions about whether the closed 

or open ecosystems would produce 

the best results. The students were 

so excited to see that the closed 

ecosystem’s seed actually started 

growing first! The activity helped 

reinforce the systems because we 

discussed how each system was 

represented in our little ecosystems. 

They were able to explain that the 

soil represented the Geosphere, the 

water represented the Hydrosphere, 

the air trapped in the bottles 

represented the Atmosphere, and the 

growing little plant represented the 

Biosphere. It definitely got them 

excited about Science, especially 

because being in the General 

Education setting for Science can be 

a little overwhelming for them 

sometimes. We are looking forward to 

reinforcing science with more fun 

hands-on activities. 

 

Lloyd Road Student 

Council 

 
 

The Lloyd Road Student Council has 

been very busy working together to 

help support the MARSD community. 

Since November, they have taken 

pride in collaborating with the PTO 

on many occasions. For our first 

project together we collected turkeys, 

chickens, hams and lasagnas, while 

the PTO collected all the side dishes 
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for Thanksgiving dinners for the 

Matawan Food Pantry. We were able 

to provide meals for more that 

30families in need. We also helped 

create theme baskets for the PTO’s 

Gift Auction that is being held on 

March 9th. The classes were all 

assigned a basket with a theme. In 

all, the student council was able to 

create 30 baskets valuing over 

$1500.00. The money raised at the 

auction is going towards the Student 

Activity fund. Thank you to all the 

generous contributions from the 

families and staff. A special thanks to 

the teachers that helped put the 

baskets together. It takes many 

hands to make many baskets. 

 

The student council also participates 

in the Relay for Life. Last year we 

rose over $2000 and we are trying to 

top that this year.  

 

Our fundraisers include school spirit 

days, McTeacher Night at 

McDonald's and our Valentine 

Grams. Our McDonald Night brought 

in close to $800 and the spirit days 

are always a hit. Again, thank you to 

all that participated in the student 

council activities. Without the 

support of families, students, and 

staff, none of this would be possible. 

We are very proud of the Lloyd Road 

Student Council. 

 

Tracy Zwirko and Bonnie Weinstein 

LRS Student Council Advisor 

HS Athletic 

Accomplishments 

 

National Letter of Intent 

Signings to Receive Athletic 

Scholarships 

Lauren Conroy - St. Joseph's 

University - Softball 

Kacey Lambertson - University of 

Vermont  Soccer 

Michael McHugh - Central 

Connecticut 

State - Football 

Shore Conference A-Central 

Division Champs 

Boys Soccer 

State Champs - Indoor Track Group 

2 Relays 
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Boys Overall Team Champs 

Boys 4 x 400 Relay Champs - Liam 

Nappi, 

Thomas Kalieta, Charlie 

Serrano,Jacob Labinger 

Boys Shuttle Hurdle Champs - 

Liam Nappi, David Alston, Noah 

Colleton, Justin McMillian 

Boys High Jump Champs - Davis 

Alston, Noah Colleton 

Girls 4 x 800 Relay Champs - 

Cassandra Danielle, Samantha 

Anderson, Amanda Ferrara, Rachel 

Kenny 

Wrestling 

Andrew Conzo - District 20 Champ 

Derrick Wiley - District 20 Champ 

Boys Bowling 

A North Co-Division Champs 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade STEM 

Design Challenge: 

Shelf for the Elf 

 

 

The first grade students at Ravine 

Drive were asked to complete a 

S.T.E.M. design challenge, Shelf for 

the Elf. The design challenge was to 

construct the tallest shelf possible 

that would hold the elf.  Students 

worked in small groups to follow the 

engineering design process.  They 

planned in their S.T. E.M. notebooks 

before building their structures.  The 

engineers were given specific criteria 

and materials to complete the 

challenge.  Using only two cans of 

playdough and twenty popsicle sticks 

the students were to create a shelf 

that was freestanding and able to 

hold the elf in a sitting position.  The 
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shelf was best constructed in phases, 

allowing for student choice and 

redesign opportunities.  Students had 

to build their shelves one level at a 

time, that included vertical and 

horizontal placement of popsicle 

sticks.  The engineers tested and 

measured their designs to determine 

if they met the criteria for successful 

completion of the task.  To end the 

design process, student reflected 

upon their designs and discussed 

successes and improvements for 

future design challenges.   
 

AP Courses 

New AP Course, Computer Science 

Principles, Offered at Matawan 

Regional High School. 

 

This is an exciting time at Matawan 

Regional High School as it is a 

participant in an historic event being 

one of the 2,500 schools offering the 

new Advanced Placement Computer 

Science Principles (AP CSP) course. 

The College Board has reported that 

this is the largest launch in College 

Board history 1 .Students are 

learning the foundational concepts of 

computer science and how computing 

has changed the way we 

communicate, collaborate, problem-

solve and conduct business, and how 

the internet of things has become a 

way of life. Fundamentals of 

programming are also taught 

including creating and interpreting 

algorithms for which students create 

and write code in various 

programming languages. 

 

Students enrolled in the class are 

juniors and seniors with a variety of 

interests including gaming, 

engineering, cyber security, and 

music. Since the course emphasizes 

creativity in computing, students are 

able to work on projects related to 

their interests. 

 

The AP exam consists of two 

performance tasks completed in class 

counting for 40% of the test and the 

written portion consisting of 74 

multiple-choice questions 

administered in early May. As part of 

the performance tasks, students can 

create a short video to demonstrate a 

digital innovation or create a 

computational artifact to show 

features of a digital product. 

 

Computer Science prepares students 

for success in college and in all 

careers. Most all fields and 

businesses use technology, and the 

understanding of how technology 

works will only benefit those who 

embrace it. Juniors completing this 

course can take the AP Computer 

Science A class next year which 

emphasizes Java programming. 

Students can take one or both 

courses in any order and can earn 

college credit along the way. 
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Technology and Music 

 

Ms. Walliczek, music teacher at 

Ravine Drive School, is raising funds 

for a ipads for the music classroom. 

We have until the beginning of April 

to donate and are half way to our 

goal. The ipads will be used by K-3 

music students to assist in composing 

music in the classroom. After writing 

their notation on the music staff, 

students will upload their songs to an 

app that allows them to record their 

voices performing their songs while 

tracking it on the screen.  

 

If you or someone you know would 

like to support our students in our 

educational cause, please consider 

donating! The link is here: 

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/

ipads-for-music-composing-in-the-k-

3-mus/2364028/ Thank you so much! 

Let's make music! 

 

Global Humanities 

Academy 

 

This year, the inaugural class of the 

Global Humanities Academy began 

their journey.  As they cover the 

study of World History and 

Literature, they are focusing on 

perspective.  Each unit includes 

discussion, writing and projects 

which give students a glimpse of life 

outside the history books.  We are 

very proud of the thinkers and 

learners who are part of this new 

endeavor and are excited to see the 

Global Humanities Academy grow in 

years to come. 

 

Musical Memory 

The Matawan-Aberdeen Middle 

School Bands have recently started 

singing more than they have before.  

You may be wondering, why would a 

band be concerned with singing?  The 

voice is the first musical instrument 
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that we have and by tapping into 

that first instrument the results 

could pay incredible dividends to the 

wind and percussion instrumentalist.  

In the MAMS Band classes we have 

been incorporating the singing of our 

warm-up scale during our start of 

class activities.  We use solfeggio (do, 

re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti, do) to vocally 

execute the pitches of our scale.  

A student would 

provide the starting pitch and the 

class would follow by singing the 

scale.  After two weeks of this 

exercise students have developed 

something known as pitch memory.  

The starting pitch is no longer 

necessary. The students are able to 

sing the scale accurately without the 

reference pitch.  Now you may be 

wondering what the benefit and once 

again why would a band be concerned 

with singing?  The vocal production 

of sound is helping to strengthen the 

student’s ability to listen for proper 

note placement as they play their 

instrument.  A musician that can 

play or sing in tune is very important 

to the overall sound of the ensemble.  

The music teachers of our district are 

always looking to build upon musical 

experiences to create better music 

makers with a discerning ear for 

quality vocal and instrumental tone 

production, hence making the music 

making process more pleasurable for 

the music maker and the music 

listener.  The next time you have a 

song stuck in your head think to 

yourself, how accurate is my pitch 

memory?  You may be surprised! 

 

Gerard Wells, Matawan-Aberdeen 

Middle School Band Director 

 

45 Years 

 

 

Summer theatre is proud to 

announce the celebration of our 45 

Anniversary in the Matawan 

Aberdeen school district.  Summer 

theatre will be held at Matawan 

Avenue Middle school and will start 

on Monday June 26th.  The 

performance dates are July 28th, 

29th and 30th.  Come join us for a 

summer of singing and dancing fun, 

will be celebrate our 45th summer 

show. 
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The Cat in the Hat 

 

 

NJEA’s Cat in the Hat visited 

Cambridge Park School on February 

10, 2017.  The students had a blast 

dancing with the Cat and taking 

pictures.  We read The Cat in the Hat 

and danced along to the Seussical 

musical.  We were fortunate to have 

the Cat come visit us two years when 

we win again next year!  

 

 

 

Leaning Tower 

 

Italian 6B read the bilingual book, 

Italian and English text, Galileo 

Galilei e la torre di Pisa, (Galileo 

Galilei and the Pisa tower).  The 

story starts in Pisa, Italy, three 

hundred and fifty years ago.   

Vincenzo Galilei was a noted 

musician and scientist.  Vincenzo and 

his wife Giulia had a son named 

Galileo, who also loved music, and 

became a mathematician and a great 

scientist.  As a young boy, Galileo 

spent a great deal of time playing in 

the “Piazza dei  Miracoli, where the 

Tower of Pisa is located.   The tower 

leaned to one side but didn’t fall over.  

Galileo was intrigued by this 

scientific mystery as were the 

students who built “Towers of Pisa” 

out of cookies!!!! 
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Alumni News 

 
MRHS alumni, Leila Ali, visited 

some of Mrs. Lisciandro's Italian 

classes to speak about her 

experiences with the Peace Corps. 

Leila spoke about her current 

situation of living in Kosovo, teaching 

English to children grades 3-6, and 

aiding local families in the village 

where she resides. Leila has 

dedicated almost two years of her 

post-college career to helping families 

and children in 3rd World Countries. 

She left the students with words of 

wisdom and reminded them to "do 

good and be kind always, you don't 

know what or who you can change 

with a few nice words." Leila was 

allowed a short one-week trip back to 

the US to visit her family and 

friends, but she will return to Kosovo 

and her work there for another 20 

months. She looks forward to going 

back and continuing her work as a 

teacher and dedicated community 

member. Here at MRHS, a number of 

students left Mrs. Lisciandro's 

classroom enlightened and 

encouraged by Leila's gracious visit. 

Coats for a Cause 

 

The MAMS Environmental Club 

sponsored their annual winter coat 

drive as part of the "Jersey Cares 

Coat Drive". Forty three "gently 

used" or new coats were collected and 

then donated to be distributed to the 

needy residents of NJ. 

 

Building Habitats 

Ms. Morrissey’s Kindergarten class 

did a STEM lesson about arctic 

animal habitats last month.  First, 

they planned and sketched their 

designs. Then they used 

marshmallows and toothpicks to 

build their habitat.  Finally, we 

shared and discussed why and how 

we designed our habitats. 
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Research Projects 

 

 

Students in Mrs. Chodkiewicz’s 

Language Arts classes have 

completed research projects about 

interesting animals and famous 

people.  Did you know that the group 

R5 is made up of four family 

members and a friend?  Did you 

know that Ariana Grande 

experienced bullying?  How about the 

fact that both male and female 

penguins take turns caring for their 

eggs, and the Mississippi map turtle 

enjoys a meal of earthworms and 

Romaine lettuce?!  Students 

researched these and many other 

facts in order to write and present 

their research in a variety of ways.  

For example, some created 

slideshows, while others created 

posters. As a result, all students 

chose a topic and mode that best fit 

his or her interest and learning style. 

 

 

 

Fall Learning Festival 

 

The 2nd grade students at Ravine 

Drive celebrated the Fall Season by 

participating in a Fall Learning 

Festival on October 24th. The 

children followed a schedule and 

rotated between classrooms and 

participated in activities that were 

engaging and common core aligned.  

The lessons were Fall themed in the 

areas of Math, Science, Reading, 

Writing and Art. 

 

Art- Children created a costume that 

they thought would be perfect for 

their teacher to wear on Halloween. 

Science- Students listened to a Gail 

Gibbon’s book: Life Cycle of a 

Pumpkin. The children then 

sequenced the Life Cycle of a 

Pumpkin. 
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Reading- The teacher read Arthur’s 

Halloween. The students 

strengthened their reading skills by 

recalling and charting the Narrative 

Elements of the story: Setting, 

Characters, Problem/Solution, 

Adjectives, Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, 

and Text-to World. 

 

Writing- The children created and 

published a Descriptive Pumpkin 

Writing. Students’ writings included 

a topic sentence, 4 details about a 

pumpkin and closing sentence. 

 

Math- The children each received a 

bag of Autumn Mix Corn. The 

children first sorted and then 

graphed their candy. Lastly children 

explained and wrote what the graph 

showed and what they learned from 

the graph. 

 

The Fall Learning Festival was a hit 

and enjoyed by all! 

 

Jill Donovan, Vishakha Kapadia, 

Paula Murray, Sandy Pangborn, and 

Joanne Sullam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal Celebration 

 

Since the beginning of the year, Mrs. 

Fins' and Mrs. Bergrin's  POR class 

at Cliffwood have been very busy.  

The students researched their 

favorite animal, wrote a story and 

presented their projects at the 

Author's Celebration. 

 

The following month, celebrating 

history, the students researched a 

famous person in history. Students 

wrote biographical short stories and 

made posters. The students will 

present their accomplishments at a 

Wax Museum presentation in March. 

 

4th Grade Trip to 

Holmdel Park 
Throughout October and early 

November, 4th grade classes at Lloyd 

Road Elementary School went to 

Holmdel Park to learn more about 

the Lenape Native Americans. 

Students found out how the Lenape 
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lived in the area and used natural 

resources to survive daily life.  

 

Some students worked to share and 

perform oral stories using 

pictographs, while others used sticks 

and mud to create the walls for a 

longhouse. Classes worked together 

to build a Lenape longhouse. They 

moved log posts to the building area, 

dug holes for the posts with shells, 

and tied knots with special string. 

Once canvas (or the painted mural) 

was added to cover the house, 

students participated in a special 

“ladder ceremony” in which they 

climbed a handmade ladder and 

yelled out their name for everyone to 

hear! At the end of the trip, classes 

were able to sit inside the longhouse 

they had worked so hard to build. 

The trips were a special learning 

experience and fun was had by all!  

 

 

 

The Dulcimer Dynamos  

 

 

 

The Dulcimer Dynamos Debut 

Winter Concert was a smash hit at 

the Matawan-Aberdeen Public 

Library on December 16, 2016. 

Directed by the General Music 

Teacher at Matawan-Aberdeen 

Middle School, Miss Lindsey Lorefice, 

this talented group of musicians 

played a variety of instruments 

including the dulcimer, conga drum, 

keyboard, and jingle bells. The 

Winter Concert featured diverse 

holiday tunes and winter-themed 

songs. The students composed, 

played, and sang their own songs 

about their favorite thing about the 

holiday season. The concert included 

ensemble performances, trios, duets, 

and solos. This interactive concert 

encouraged audience participation 

through sing-along performances. 

The students incorporated movement 

into the performance by dancing to a 

song related to Hanukkah. In order 

to highlight the background to each 
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piece performed, the students read 

poems and summaries of the songs in 

English and in Spanish. The concert 

ended with complimentary snacks 

supplied by the library staff, enabling 

families to socialize with one another. 

The next Dulcimer Dynamos 

performance will be held on May 

18th at 7:00p.m. in Matawan-

Aberdeen Middle School’s 

auditorium. Come to check out folk 

music performed on Appalachian 

mountain instruments!   

 

Just like Family 

 

At Cambridge Park School, we are a 

proud family.  Our family may be 

small, but we are mighty in caring, 

sharing and respect.  We approach 

each day with a chance to make a 

positive difference in a young child’s 

life.  We go to work each day up- 

beat, energetic and ready to meet the 

challenges of the day.  We have an 

incredible group of students from all 

backgrounds.  Our students don’t see 

color, race or ethnicity when they 

look at a peer; they simply see 

another child.   When you stand back 

and just watch young children, of all 

abilities, they will teach you how 

things should be.  Children who have 

not been poisoned by politics, 

prejudice or a predisposition of social 

norms.  They are caring, 

compassionate beings by nature who 

don’t hold grudges.  Sure, they may 

not like something, but with a quick 

‘I’m sorry’, are back to the task at 

hand of ‘just being’.  Of being 

productive both independently or 

cooperatively.  Of being kind, and 

helping each other and their 

teachers. Of being a kid.   Of being 

the things we all once were; pure and 

genuine.  Our Cambridge Park family 

is fortunate to be reminded of these 

once innate qualities, on a daily 

basis.  It is precisely these values and 

open minded child- like qualities that 

strengthens our family and makes it 

genuine.  We may be small in 

number, but we are great in our 

dedication to our student’s, their 

families and each other.  Remember 

‘just being’, and Be.  It is through 

example that our children learn, be 

the example you want to see. 
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“It takes an athlete to 

dance, but an artist to 

be a dancer” 

 

Here at MRHS, we have a multitude 

of Performing Arts programs that 

foster creativity, problem solving, 

collaboration, and communication 

skills needed for careers of the 21st 

century.  Dance has been one of the 

strands of the Performing Arts career 

academy since its inception.   It has 

grown from starting with 8 students 

to having 43 talented dancers this 

year.   The students audition for this 

advanced dance program during their 

8th grade year.  One of the first 

events outside of the classroom this 

year was a field trip for 

upperclassmen to visit Mason Gross 

School of the Arts at Rutgers 

University where the students met 

with a college admissions counselor 

to discuss the application and 

audition process, observed two dance 

classes and went on a guided campus 

tour.  For most, this was an eye 

opening experience to see what it is 

like to be a dance major or minor at a 

large university and to find out what 

other dance options are available in 

the college world.  In December, the 

next field trip was to see a pre-

professional ballet company perform 

“The Nutcracker” at the Count Basie 

Theater featuring one of our very 

own dance students, Anna-Guilia 

Seabra.  

 

During class, the students have 

worked to prepare a full production 

dance concert presented to parents 

and the school community in the 

Anne Hannah Auditorium on 

February 15.  All of the dance 

academy students were responsible 

for the preparation, rehearsals, 

choreography, costume design, and 

lighting for their own pieces to be 

performed.  Many of the dances were 

created based on student’s 

inspirations, to tell a story, to depict 

a theme including but not limited to 

breast cancer awareness and building 

self-confidence with the freedom to be 

who you are.  Featured 

choreographers include Kayla 

Ferrante, Brianna Griffin, Quinn 

Surdez, Caitlin Killeen, and Elena 

Yasin.  A highlight of the evening 

was a dance choreographed by Elena 

Yasin depicting the theme of the 4 

elements: earth, fire, water, and air.  

This piece was created in 

collaboration with instrumental 

student, Angela Ortiz, who took 

Elena’s inspirations and composed 

the piano music which she performed 

live during the performance.   Several 

of the dances from this event were 

performed at “Night of the Arts” 
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sponsored by the MRHS civic leaders 

and will be performed for 

adjudication at the Monmouth 

County Teen Arts Festival at 

Brookdale Community College in 

March. 

 

The dance academy is just one of the 

dance programs offered at MRHS.  

The extracurricular Varsity Dance 

Team consists of 21 students who are 

mostly known for their high energy, 

entertainment that can be seen on 

the sidelines and during half times of 

all home and away football games.   

However, most of our community 

does not see what the team is 

working towards during the rest of 

the year.  During the winter season, 

the team competes at regional and 

state high school dance team 

competitions. This year, the team 

earned a 4th place award at South 

Brunswick High School’s Battle of 

the Northeast Dance Championships 

where over 50 schools and 10 colleges 

competed.  They then went on to 

place first in the varsity jazz  

category and 2nd in the varsity hip 

hop category at Raritan HS.  Both 

the dance academy and dance team 

will be representing MRHS when 

they perform for adjudication at the 

Monmouth County Teen Arts 

Festival at Brookdale Community 

College in March.   

By Julie McKurth 

 

Patriot’s Pen 

 

 

Many of Mr. Miller’s students at 

M.A.M.S. entered the V.F.W.’s 

annual Patriot’s Pen writing contest. 

Patriot's Pen is a national youth 

essay writing contest that gives 

students in grades 6, 7 and 8 the 

opportunity to write essays 

expressing their views on democracy. 

Annually, more than 115,000 

students participate in the contest. 

This year’s writing prompt required 

students to reflect on “The America I 

believe in?” M.A.M.S. winner this 

year was 6th grader Isabella Ascoli.  

Second place winner was 6th grader 

Emma Lambertson and third place 

was 7th grader Lily Harding. We 

thank V.F.W. post 4745 in Cliffwood 

for hosting the competition and 

providing very generous awards 
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Strathmore is committed to 

fundraising monthly. We do denim 

days, and each staff member 

contributes $5.00. We have raised 

$3847.00, so far this year. Several 

causes have benefited. Strathmore 

has given to RAINE, MS, Relay for 

Life, JDRF ,Special Olympics and 

many more .We will continue to do 

this through June. 

 

Bowling 2016-17 

The Bowling team coached by Bobby 

Carnovsky and Susanne Hughes has 

a very successful season.  The girls 

took second place in division and took 

second at the Central Jersey Group 2 

championships which allowed them 

to move on to the Tournament of 

Champions for the first time in over 

15 years.   

 

 

 

 

The Boys team tied for FIRST 

PLACE in division play. The Boys 

also took 5th out of 21 teams at the 

Shore Conference tournament and 

Third at the Central Jersey Group 2 

championships.  Both teams had 

qualifiers in the Shore Conference 

Individual tournament in Laura 

McConnon and Matt Nesbitt.  Both 

teams and coaches ran the Bayshore 

Winter Classic tournament and the 

Monmouth County Tournaments at 

Strathmore Lanes. 

 

SPECIES ON THE 

EDGE 
 

Forty-eight students from Mrs. 

Brophy’s and Mrs. Lasko’s fifth grade 

classes participated in the Species On 

The Edge Art And Essay Contest. 
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This is sponsored by the Conserve 

Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey. 

Each student chose one of the 

endangered or threatened wildlife 

species that lives in New Jersey. He 

or she then wrote a well-researched 

essay and created an original art 

piece based on the chosen animal. 

 

Doodle 4 Google 

 
Twenty-eight students entered the 

Doodle 4 Google Contest. Each 

student created a DOODLE that told 

the world, “What I See For The 

Future.” Students used various art 

mediums to bring their Doodles to 

life and wrote a 50 word essay on the 

theme. Like all Google Doodlers, each 

Doodle must incorporate the letters 

G-O-O-G-L-E. This is a national 

contest where one winner receives a 

$30,000 College Scholarship, travels 

to Google headquarters, and has his 

or her Doodle featured on the 

Google.com homepage. Special 

thanks to Mrs. Orr for her help and 

expertise with this project. 

 

Doodle 4 100 

 

 

As a spinoff of Doodle 4 Google, Lloyd 

Road had fifty entries in the 100 DAY 

CONTEST. Students created artwork 

based on the number 100 to celebrate 

the 100th day of school. Winners 

were chosen based on the best 

artistic and mathematical 

representations of the number 100. 

Our school winners are: 
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Taniya Cooper (best artistic 

representation) 

 

Audrey Chodkiewicz (best 

mathematical representation) 

 

 

 

100th Day of School 

 
The Kindergarten classes at 

Cliffwood celebrated the 100th day by 

collecting & counting 100 cereal 

boxes. Students had fun watching 

them fall like dominos!! 

Tallie the Therapy Dog 

 

 

Our 2nd and 3rd Grade LLD class 

loves their time with our very own 

Therapy Dog named Tallie. She is a 

black lab and her owners name is Ms. 

Lisa. She comes for a visit to our 

class once a month. When she first 

came to our room this year we drew 

pictures of dogs and wrote questions 

we wanted to know about dogs! For 

Valentine's Day we got Valentine's 

Day cards from Tallie. Tallie brings a 

smile to Room 20. We love to pet her, 

brush her, and even read different 

books with her on the rainbow carpet. 

Our favorite thing about Tallie is 

when she does tricks. We would like 

to thank Ms. Nellie Perez, Ms. 

Maggie Lazar and Mrs. Kelly Bera 

for allowing us to be apart of such an 

amazing program! We love you Tallie 

Wags! 

 

Ms. Perrotta and Mrs. Rao's 2nd/3rd 

Grade LLD Strathmore School 
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Bully Prevention 

 

Throughout the last two school years, 

the MAMS School Climate and 

Diversity team, chaired by the 

school’s Anti-Bullying Specialist has 

participated in the Rutgers School 

Climate Transformation Project. The 

team has worked diligently to 

develop, foster and maintain a 

positive school climate by focusing on 

the ongoing, systemic processes and 

practices in the school and to address 

school climate issues such as HIB 

(harassment, intimidation and 

bullying).  The team started this 

endeavor by administering the New 

Jersey School Climate Survey 

(NJSCS) to students, staff and 

parents over the past two years to 

gather baseline data in the domains 

of: physical environment, teaching 

and learning, morale, relationships, 

parent support/engagement, safety, 

emotional environment, and 

administration support. This school 

climate assessment is a reflective tool 

used to identify areas of strength and 

weakness in order to develop a School 

Climate Improvement Plan that is 

meaningful and focused on the 

appropriate areas.  Furthermore, all 

staff individual Professional 

Development Plan’s are tied to and 

linked to the School Climate 

Improvement Plan thus making the 

entire school invested stakeholders in 

its success.  The plan aids in 

developing both long and short term 

goals for improving school climate, 

selecting/modifying activities to 

address goals for specific target 

audiences, as well as, integrating 

new and existing activities into the 

school structure.   

 

MAMS recently concluded its 

inaugural “Battle of the Classes,” a 

week long event in which students 

and staff participated in a variety of 

activities and events in celebration of 

class pride and school community 

where students came together as 

grade level classes to compete for 

bragging rights but along the way 

learned valuable lessons in 

teamwork, social/emotional 

awareness and community.   Other 

activities have included partnering 

with the Anti-Defamation League in 

recognizing MAMS as a “No Place for 

Hate” Gold Star School, school wide 

signing of the ADL’s Resolution of 

Respect, Anti-Bullying Poster 

contest, infusion of Medal of Honor 

Character Education Program into 

some Social Studies projects.  

Utilizing our extracurricular club 
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assets with Multicultural Club 

sponsored anti-bullying bulletin 

board and Willow Tree inspired 

Random Acts of Kindness Challenge.  

Apart from this identifying physical 

environment as a lagging domain 

score spurred physical environment 

upgrades including fresh paint in all 

the hallways along with new bulletin 

boards, make the space look brighter 

and more cheerful. 

 

These specific projects were selected 

after analyzing data from the 

previous two administrations of the 

NJSCS, focusing on specific domains 

where improvement was needed and 

growth possible.   We are set to 

administer the NJSCS for a third 

time this spring, after meeting short 

term project goals we are encouraged 

that the results will show 

improvement across all domain 

categories, allowing us to determine 

if the selected climate activities are 

having the desired impact.  Long 

term we hope to see continued 

domain score growth and a further 

reduction in the number of reported 

HIB cases as well as a reduction in 

the number of investigations 

confirmed for HIB year over year.  

 
 

 

 

 

OH! The Places You’ll 

Go 

 

“You have brains in your head. You 

have feet in your shoes. You can steer 

yourself any direction you choose. 

You're on your own. And you know 

what you know. And YOU are the 

one who'll decide where to go...” You 

probably know the Dr. Suess book 

from which this quote comes from, 

Oh the Places You’ll Go. We’ve all 
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read it’s silly rhymes and verses to 

the delight of our inner child. At it’s 

heart, it’s an inspirational tale that 

reminds us with focus, perseverance, 

and self-motivation we can go to 

places we might have only dreamt 

about.  But with so many roads to 

choose and challenges to navigate 

where do we start and how do we get 

going? 

 

The Matawan Aberdeen Middle 

School Counseling Department has 

added the Naviance career and 

college planning website to its toolbox 

to help students get going to find 

their own road map to success. This 

website has been utilized at 

Matawan Regional High School for 

years and is now accessible to MAMS 

students, giving them a jump start on 

the career/college planning process.  

A school wide initiative the 

counselors have led classroom 

presentations introducing Naviance 

to students as part of their Social 

Studies curriculum.  Students begin 

by reflecting on their own values and 

personality traits by completing 

surveys and interest inventories to 

help them identify their passions, 

interests, aptitudes, and favorite 

course work. From there, students 

can develop career ideas and begin 

building lists of potential career 

paths. With this baseline knowledge 

students are able to begin linking 

their potential career paths to 

specific college majors and start to 

bring into focus their own unique 

path to the career of their dreams.  

Student’s begin to have some 

understanding of the college process 

and how it relates back to their 

coursework not only here at MAMS 

but in planning ahead for high school 

where they will use Naviance as a 

dashboard to: compare colleges, 

request letters of recommendations, 

build resumes, and even apply to 

specific colleges. Students will have 

more opportunities to engage with 

the website during the school day as 

they progress through MAMS but are 

encouraged to utilize this resource at 

home with their parents.  Creating 

dialogue about college and career 

planning helps young academics 

bring focus and purpose to their daily 

assignments.  Parents can obtain 

more information regarding this tool 

by contacting their individual 

student’s counselor or checking the 

school website.   

 

Along with this research tool, the 

Counseling Department will be 

hosting their 2nd annual Career Day, 

a school wide event scheduled for 

Friday, May 12th.  Last years 

inaugural Career Day was a raving 

success in which over 35 guest 

speakers from a myriad of 

backgrounds and professions 

descended upon MAMS to share their 

professions, careers, jobs with our 

student’s and hopefully inspire the 

next generation of movers and 
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makers. If you know someone that 

would like to volunteer to participate 

in Career Day, please have them 

contact the Middle School.  Today is 

your day! Your mountain is waiting. 

So...get on your way! 

 

Civil War 

 

The students in Ms. Casserly and 

Mrs. Węgrzyn’s U.S I courses have 

continued to expand their knowledge 

of history and Google 

Applications.  Students use the 

Google Chromebooks on a daily basis 

for everything from note taking, 

reading, research, viewing video clips 

and playing games to reinforce 

instruction.  Students recently 

completed a Civil War research and 

website building project.  Students 

used academic online databases to 

research battles and key figures of 

the Civil War.  Upon completing their 

research, students used Google Sites 

to create websites that demonstrated 

what they learned about the Civil 

War.  Students will now have a 

chance to view each other’s sites.  We 

are proud of their hard work.   

MAMS Wrestling 

 

 

 

The Matawan Aberdeen Middle 

School wrestling team finished 

second overall in the conference 

wrestling tournament on February 

4th.  There were 10 medal winners 

and 5 first place finishers.  The 

Huskies finished 11-4 on the season.  

Great job Huskies! 

 

Chefs for the Day 

 

Lloyd Road School students in Mrs. 

Biagianti, Mrs. Generoso, Ms. Moore 

and Mrs. Sloan’s classes were pizza 
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chefs for a day this January. The 

students took a trip to V& F Pizza in 

Cliffwood and were able to make 

their own pizzas. They practiced 

their life skills as they interacted 

with V & F staff, chose their own 

toppings, and enjoyed eating their 

own yummy pizza at the end. It was 

a fun and productive day, full of 

smiles and pride! 

 

Strathmore PTO 

 

At Strathmore School teachers and 

parents are working together to bring 

exciting additions to classrooms!  The 

Parent Teacher Organization has 

recently awarded thousands of 

dollars in grants to the teaching staff 

in Strathmore.  For example, third 

grade children received over 100 new 

books for their classroom libraries 

and the kindergarten and first grade 

students got new guided reading 

books.   First grade teachers are also 

complementing the science 

curriculum with The Planet Earth 

documentary series and butterfly 

kits.  Beginning in March, the entire 

student body and their families will 

have access to Raz-Kids, an award 

winning digital library with 

hundreds of books at every reading 

level! The PTO and the I&RS 

Committee are also in the process of 

enhancing classrooms with 

specialized furniture that has been 

proven to help children better their 

concentration and focus.  Other 

grants include physical education 

equipment, STEAM supplies, 

document cameras, other tech tools, 

and much more!  We are so thankful 

to be collaborating with the PTO to 

improve our students’ learning 

experience! 

 

MRHS Environmental    

Club 

 

The Matawan Regional High School 

Environmental Club is in the midst 

of a year full of community service. 

They have continued collecting 

aluminum pop tabs from soda cans to 

contribute to Ronald MacDonald 

House charities, collected pet 

supplies to support the Old Bridge 
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Kennel, and braved terrible weather 

for the Clean Ocean Action Beach 

Sweep. New activities included a 

cleanup of Mohingson Brook and the 

Color Cycle marker recycling 

program. 

The club ran a fundraiser earlier this 

year with double benefits. In addition 

to boosting the club’s coffers, a 

portion of the sales was contributed 

to marine habitat preservation and 

forest stewardship programs. 

Proceeds collected by the club are 

being used to purchase tools and 

supplies to refurbish flower beds in 

the school courtyard and maintain 

the goldfish pond. The club is looking 

forward to some nice spring weather 

to help with their endeavors. 

 

Everyone Needs 

Energy 

 

 

Some of the 4th grade Science classes 

have been studying energy this year.  

We started the unit using Hot 

Wheels cars to display kinetic and 

potential energy.  The students 

enjoyed building different ramps to 

measure the distance the cars 

traveled. 

 

Another concept of energy led our 

studies to electricity and how it 

works.  Fourth graders built working 

circuits using 9 volt batteries, foil 

and holiday lights.  Students were 

astonished that the electricity could 

flow through the foil like a wire and 

cause the lights to glow. 

 

The teachers enjoyed the enthusiasm 

that the students showed throughout 

the unit on energy. 

 

We Love Kindergarten 

 

 

Mrs. Anderson's Kindergarten class 

has been very busy this school year.  

From learning about attributes, 

Native American Day, having a 
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"round carpet" reading, and applying 

our STEM lessons to help build 

Santa's sleigh, the learning has been 

endless.  

 

Most recently the Kindergartners 

celebrated the 100th day of school by 

creating a poster filled with 100 

items and by dressing up as a 100 

year  old person. 

 

We love Kindergarten  energy!! 

 

 


